248 60 HIKES WITHIN 60 MILES: CHICAGO

KEY AT-A-GLANCE
INFORMATION
LENGTH: 2.4 miles
CONFIGURATION: Loop
DIFFICULTY: Easy .
SCENERY: Tallgrass prairie, marshes,
ponds, historic cabin, observation
deck
 EXPOSURE: Completely exposed
SURFACE: Mowed drass
HIKING TIME: 1.25 hours
ACCESS: The patk is open from
sunrise to sunset; the visitor center
is open 10 a.m.~4 p.m.
FACILITIES: Restrooms, picnic areas,
a beverage vending machine, and
a visitor center with exhibits
MAPS: Park map usually available
outside visitor center; USGS topo
Coal City, IL ' _
SPECIAL COMMENTS: Pets must be
leashed. Contact the visitor center
at (815) 942-2899 or visit
www.dnr.state.il.us. For more

hiking in this park, see profile 53
{pade 252).

UTM Trailhead
Coordinates
UTM Zone (NAD27) 16T
Easting - 389856
Northing 4579427

GOOSE LAKE PRAIRIE STATE
NATURAL AREA: Tallgrass Trail

IN BRIEF

While making your way through this hypnotic
tallgrass prairie, you’ll skirt the edges of sev-
eral marshes and ponds active with birds. For
those interested in improving their prairie-
plant identification skills, this hike offers a
nice variety of grasses and flowers, as well as
some interpretive signs to get you started.
Near the end of the hike, the trail passes a
reconstructed version of one of the earliest
log homes in the county.

DESCRIPTION

There’s a good reason why Illinois holds the
position as the nation’s top producer of soy-
beans and the second largest producer of
corn—it’s the sea of grass that once domi-
nated the state. It wasn’t just any grass that
made the soil so fertile, but big, hearty tall-
grasses like big bluestem, Indian grass, and
prairie cordgrass. Thousands of years of these
grasses rotting on the ground created rich,
dark soil more fertile than other grasslands
farther west. Along with being more fertile,
tallgrass prairies are considered by many to be
the most dramatic type of grassland. This is

" especially true during mid- to late summer,

when 10-foot-high grasses and an abundance
of flowers decorate these vast spaces.

Dinectians >
From Chicado, take 1-90/1-9% south to 1-55.
Follow 1-55 south for 51 miles until reaching
Exit 240. Take Pine Bluff-Lorenzo Road to the
right (west) for 2.9 miles. Turn right (north) at
the sign for Goose Lake Prairie State Natural
Area (North Jugtown Road). Proceed ahead for
1 mile and then turn right (east) at the sign for
the visitor center.






